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Peace Beyond Borders  
Cross-border Peace Conference for Youth Warriors 2008 
 
By Sara Ketelaar and Meindert Korevaar1 
 
From May 18th to 22nd 2008 a cross border peace conference will take place in 
Kapoeta, Eastern Equatoria State aiming at youth warriors from Sudan, Uganda and 
Kenya. Women peace choirs from the different communities will attend and spread 
their message of peace by singing songs promoting peace instead of cattle raiding. 
Kraal leaders and local chiefs from the different communities will witness the peace 
initiatives of the younger generation and discuss what is needed in order to promote 
this.  
 
Youth warriors, women and elders, will 
travel from their respective kraals in 
Karamoja- Uganda, Turkana- Kenya and 
Eastern Equatoria- Sudan, all the way to 
Kapoeta, to meet each other peacefully 
and raise suggestions on how to solve 
their conflicts. Their number will be 
over 300, representing Toposa, Murle, 
Didinga, Jie, Kachipo, Lotuko and Boya 
from Sudan; Dodoth and Jie from 
Uganda; and Turkana from Kenya. 
Different conflict resolution meetings 
will be held simultaneously where the 
participants identify the causes of conflict, the obstacles in achieving peace and to see 
what is needed from the different communities to resolve the conflict. On the final 
day the participants will present the resolutions of the meetings to government 

                                                 
1 The authors of this article are working and living in the Horn of Africa since December 2006. They 
assist the different organisations in Sudan, Uganda and Kenya to realise and develop the Peace & 
Sports programme for Youth Warriors. 



officials representing Sudan, Uganda and Kenya. Suggestions might be raised on what 
is needed from the governments and possible other actors to help the different 
communities to solve the conflicts.  
 
Throughout the conference sports will be used as an instrument to bring youth 
warriors together and to transform negative energy into positive. On the final day of 
the conference a football tournament will be held where Sudan, Uganda and Kenya 
will compete. This time, youth warriors will shoot the ball instead of the gun. 
Together they will be Playing for Peace! 
 
Peace & Sports Programme for Youth Warriors 
The cross border conference is part of the ‘Peace & Sports programme for Youth 
Warriors’ that already started in January 2007 and geographically focuses on 
Karamoja- Uganda, Turkana- Kenya and Eastern Equatoria State and Junglei- Sudan. 
The initiative was the result of two cross-border peace conferences for youth warriors 
previously held in Kuron (2005) and Narus (2006). The programme is the brainchild 
of the Dutch peace movement Pax Christi Netherlands who is working in the Horn of 
Africa since the nineties, Bishop Paride Taban and a Kenyan CBO called Seeds of 
Peace Africa which is currently coordinating the programme. A consortium of local 
organisations from the 3 countries implements activities on the ground: LOKADO 
(Turkana-Kenya), KOPEIN (Kotido-Uganda), Kuron Peace Village (Sudan), Catholic 
Diocese Of Torit (Sudan), PDA (Sudan) and DADO (Kaabong-Uganda).  
 
The aim of the programme is to use 
sports as a means to reduce violence and 
cattle raiding and to stimulate peace and 
social cohesion by bringing together 
(previously) hostile population groups. 
Other objectives are capacity building of 
individual communities to participate in 
the development of the community and 
to create a forum for youth warriors to 
express their needs, aspirations and 
difficulties, to use public space 
adequately and to gain increased 
access to services they are entitled to.  
 
Sports is competitive and reflects principles of war whereby participants need to 
prove themselves, work hard on their technical, intellectual skills and stamina on 
order to perform well. Sports can be considered a peaceful transformation of battle 
and a controlled way of using violence. It builds team spirit, character and discipline a 
reflection of the traditional system of age groups and sense of community in African 
societies. Sports can be used as a natural way for young warriors to develop into 
elders without engaging in conflict. Eventually the warriors will view sports as an 
avenue for permanent education at the same time building relations between 
themselves and trainers. However with the realisation that sports alone will not be 
able to transform the violent element of conflict, the programme is innovative and 
combines sports with peace dialogue, peace sensitisation, conflict resolution meetings 
and education. It is tailored to involve warriors themselves in the peace process by 
instilling in them a sense of ownership meaning they should perceive non-violence in 
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accordance with their values and interests. The programme strives to build the 
capacity of the nomadic community through formation of peace & sports structures in 
3 countries hence providing an effective forum for interaction and mutual co-
existence among various groups in the affected communities. The local organisations 
and warriors involved in the programme play a key role in early warning when raids 
are being planned, identifying perpetrators and seek justice with the support of local 
authorities. In short, they reach where others have not reached yet.   
 
Women and elders, important negotiators of the conflicts are also involved in the 
programme. By using drama, peace songs and dancing the message of the programme 
is being brought forward: Stop Cattle Raiding violence and killing!  
 
Problem of Cattle raiding  
Cattle raiding is an old and strong cultural element and carries important values for 
the whole society in which it is practised and contributes largely to the identity of the 
individuals involved. It is therefore believed that cattle raiding can, in the given 
circumstances of weak law enforcement, only be transformed through a process of 
negotiation in which values can be made explicit and retained through subtle and 
realistic transposition into acceptable cultural expressions2. Moreover, cattle raiding is 
an important element of a livelihood 
and alternatives cannot easily be found 
in a semi-arid environment. The 
educational background of the youth 
involved has not prepared them to take 
up roles in the mainstream economy. 
With these factors cattle raiding is a 
phenomenon that is likely only to be 
transformed through a generation long 
process of reconstruction of identity 
and offering and creating new 

alternative livelihoods, the next step 
identified by the Peace and Sports 
programme coordinators. 
 
Cattle raiding serve many good purposes and not the least it could be understood as 
benefiting the cattle itself as it is normally only raided when the raiders have good 
pasture to offer. Still, the costs of raiding are extremely high and with the continuation 
of small arms possession cattle raids result systematically in casualties.  Cattle raiding 
are performed by the young men of the society with or without consent of the elders, 
but is not an isolated activity carried out by a group of adolescent criminals. Raiding 
is generally not considered a crime, even if people are killed and resulting conflicts 
are settled through compensations paid for the dead. Before, attempts have been 
undertaken to address the issue with the male elders, with the women and although 
these events have resulted in valuable information, it could not address the issue 
effectively. Attempts to gather the young men in the past failed, because of violent 
conflicts that broke out twice just prior to scheduled meetings.  
                                                 
2 From: Ruben de Koning (2004), What Warriors Want: pastoralist youth & small arms proliferation 
in Upper Awash, Ethiopia and Karamoja, Uganda, volume 4 in Pax Christi research series on  
community based security. 
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Approach Peace and Sports programme 2007 
However, the Peace and Sports programme started in 2007 with organising different 
workshops on “peace building”, “conflict management” and “conflict resolution”. The 
linking factor during these workshops was sports. Members of the implementing 
organisations and warriors from the kraals were taught how to use Sports in Peace 
building activities. Several football coaches, former Harambee stars players, gave 
professional training, assisted by the Dutch Catholic Sports Federation.  
 
Warriors were brought to new places in another country where they were able to meet 
their fellow warriors from other tribes. They discussed their concerns, eat together and 
played sports together. Friendships were build. The warriors were also exposed to 
areas were people are living peacefully together. Where water and grazing lands are 
being shared. Many of the warriors 
who went to Eldoret for instance, have 
been transformed into peacemakers, to 
leaders of their age mates. They have 
become agents of social 
transformation and peace and are 
ready to lead their community to peace 
and development. The cross border 
peace meeting in Kapoeta will build 
on that what has been accomplished. It 
will be a next step to sustainable peace 
and development for the members of 
the Ateker cluster and their 
neighbours.  
 
The transformation of cattle raiding and violence and killing requires a community 
approach over a long period of time with a strong commitment from the local people 
and equally important from the governments of the three countries. 
 
 
 
For more information on the Peace & Sports programme and the participating 
organisations, visit IKV Pax Christi’s website (www.peaceandsports.org ), or mail to 
sopa_international@yahoo.com, saraketelaar@yahoo.com or tredniem@yahoo.com  .  
 
 
Pax Christi and Wilde Ganzen fund the cross border peace conference with support of East African 
Safari Air Express. The Peace and Sports programme is funded by Intervida World Alliance (2007 and 
2008). The Peace & Sports programme is run in the Karamoja region in northern Kenya, northeastern 
Uganda and southern Sudan. The programme purpose is to reduce the violence that results from cattle 
raiding by youth warriors; it uses sports as means for peace building, reconciliation and conflict and 
social transformation. Six of IKV Pax Christi’s partners participate in the Peace & Sports programme. 
In Sudan, the Catholic Dioceses of Torit (CDOT), Kuron Peace Village (HTPVK) of emeritus Bishop 
Taban and Pibor Development Access  (PDA) in Boma lead the programme. In Kotido, Uganda the 
Kotido Peace Initiative (KOPEIN) and Dodoth Agropastoralist Development Organization (DADO) 
are responsible for carrying out the programme; in Kakuma, Kenya the Lokichoggio Oropoi Kakuma 
Development Organization (LOKADO) and the Diocese of Lodwar fulfil this role. Seeds of Peace 
Africa (SOPA) International, with office in Nairobi, are in charge of overall coordination and support 
for the programme in conjunction with Sara Ketelaar and Meindert Korevaar from IKV Pax Christi 
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Netherlands. Intervida World Alliance (INWA) from Barcelona, Spain and IKV Pax Christi 
Netherlands support the Peace & Sports programme in 2007 and 2008. 


